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Executive Summary   

 

Deliverable 7.1 (D7.1) of the AdvisoryNetPEST project presents the comprehensive mapping 

and selection of related projects and initiatives at both EU and national levels, with a focus on 

reducing the use and risks of pesticides (RURP). This deliverable is a crucial component of 

Work Package 7 (WP7), which aims to link the AdvisoryNetPEST network with external 

stakeholders, enhance knowledge flows within the Agricultural Knowledge and Innovation 

Systems (AKIS) and Common Agricultural Policy (CAP) Networks, and contribute to policy 

recommendations. 

The mapping exercise identified a diverse range of projects and initiatives that are actively 

involved in promoting sustainable plant protection practices, integrated pest management 

(IPM), and the development of Novel Approaches (NAs). These include various Horizon 

Europe projects, EIP Operational Groups, and national initiatives. The selection process 

prioritized those with clear synergies and potential for collaboration with AdvisoryNetPEST, 

particularly in terms of knowledge exchange, development and dissemination of NAs, and 

policy influence. 

Key findings indicate a strong alignment between AdvisoryNetPEST's objectives and those of 

numerous existing initiatives, offering significant opportunities for mutual learning and 

amplified impact. The deliverable outlines concrete strategies for fostering collaboration, 

including joint workshops, integration of NAs, and coordinated policy advocacy. By leveraging 

these established networks and ongoing efforts, AdvisoryNetPEST aims to accelerate the 

transition towards a more sustainable and pesticide-reduced agriculture across Europe. 
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1. Introduction          

 

The agricultural sector across Europe faces increasing pressure to adopt more sustainable 

practices, particularly concerning the use of plant protection products. The European Green 

Deal, with its ambitious "Farm to Fork" and "Biodiversity Strategies", sets clear targets for 

reducing pesticide use and risks by 2030. Achieving these targets needs a concerted effort 

involving all actors within the Agricultural Knowledge and Innovation Systems (AKIS), from 

farmers and advisors to researchers and policymakers. 

The AdvisoryNetPEST project is designed to play a pivotal role in this transition by establishing 

and fostering a robust network of advisory services dedicated to the Reduction of Use and 

Risks of Pesticides (RURP). This network will facilitate knowledge exchange, promote the 

adoption of innovative solutions, and contribute to a more sustainable agricultural landscape. 

 

1.1 The AdvisoryNetPEST Project 

 

The overarching objective of AdvisoryNetPEST is to create an EU-wide network of networks 

for advisory services focused on RURP. This ambitious endeavor involves: 

• Developing an EU network of advisors, building upon existing advisory networks and 

national AKIS in all Member States (MSs) and the UK. 

• Identifying, selecting, and shaping Novel Approaches (NAs) to RURP that can be 

adapted and replicated across the EU's diverse pedo-climatic areas and key crop sectors 

(arable field crops, vineyards, orchards, and horticulture, soft fruits and ornamental). 

• Facilitating knowledge exchange and training for advisors to promote the adoption of 

NAs by farmers. 

• Scaling up NAs and fostering the adoption of innovative solutions by farmers. 

• Linking the network with other national and EU projects, initiatives, and policymakers to 

increase knowledge flows and inform policy recommendations. 

The project operates with a multi-actor approach, involving 19 partners from 13 EU countries 

and the UK, complemented by 14 associated national partner organizations. This structure 

ensures broad geographical coverage and diverse expertise, crucial for addressing the 

multifaceted challenges of pesticide reduction. 
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1.2 Objectives of Task 7.1 

 

Task 7.1 (T7.1), "Mapping and selection of related projects and initiatives," is a core activity 

within Work Package 7 (WP7). The overall objective of WP7 is to link the AdvisoryNetPEST 

network with other related projects, initiatives, and policymakers, thereby increasing 

knowledge flows across the AKIS and CAP Networks at both EU and national levels and 

creating a basis for further collaborations and policy recommendations. 

Specifically, the objectives of T7.1 are to: 

• Develop potential synergies and knowledge exchange with sister advisory projects, other 

relevant EU projects, initiatives, thematic networks, EIP Operational Groups, and 

national projects on RURP. 

• Identify key stakeholders and elements of the policy and regulatory environment for 

RURP. 

• Contribute to policy and regulatory developments concerning pesticide targets outlined 

in the Farm to Fork and Biodiversity Strategies and highlight the role of advisory services 

in CAP strategic plans. 

This task involves a comprehensive mapping of existing EU and national projects and 

initiatives to support the identification and dissemination of NAs. It also lays the groundwork 

for organizing workshops at both EU and national levels to enhance cooperation and sharing 

of experiences. 

 

1.3 Scope of the Deliverable 

 

This deliverable provides a detailed account of the methodology employed for mapping and 

selecting relevant projects and initiatives for T7.1. It presents an overview of the European 

landscape concerning RURP, highlighting the policy context, existing challenges, and the 

crucial role of advisory services. 

A significant portion of this document is dedicated to identifying and describing key EU-level 

projects and initiatives, outlining their objectives, activities, and, most importantly, their 

potential synergies with AdvisoryNetPEST. While a comprehensive list of national projects and 

initiatives is beyond the scope of this deliverable's detailed description, the methodology for 

their identification and selection by National Network Leaders (NNLs) is thoroughly explained. 

Finally, the deliverable offers recommendations for fostering joint activities, integrating 

identified NAs into the AdvisoryNetPEST framework, and leveraging these connections to 

inform policy development, thereby maximizing the project's impact and contributing to a more 

sustainable agricultural future. 
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2. Background and Context   

The context for AdvisoryNetPEST is shaped by a complex interplay of European policy, 

environmental concerns, and the evolving dynamics of agricultural knowledge and innovation 

systems. Understanding this landscape is crucial for effectively mapping and leveraging 

related projects and initiatives. 

 

2.1 European Strategies and Policies on Pesticide Reduction 

 

The European Union has demonstrated a strong commitment to reducing the environmental 

impact of agriculture, with pesticide reduction being a cornerstone of its sustainability agenda. 

• European Green Deal: This overarching strategy aims to make the EU's economy 

sustainable. Within the Green Deal, the "Farm to Fork Strategy" and the "Biodiversity 

Strategy" set ambitious targets for a 50% reduction in the use and risks of chemical 

pesticides and more hazardous pesticides by 2030. 

• Sustainable Use of Pesticides Directive (SUD) (2009/128/EC): Adopted in 2009, the 

SUD aimed to reduce risks and impacts of pesticide use on human health and the 

environment. While it led to the establishment of national action plans in Member States, 

its implementation has faced shortcomings. A new proposal for a regulation (June 2022) 

seeks to introduce stricter rules and improve harmonisation across MSs to achieve the 

reduction targets. This proposal emphasizes improving monitoring data, enhancing 

implementation and enforcement, and supporting new technologies. 

• Common Agricultural Policy (CAP): CAP provides significant support for sustainable 

agricultural methods and precision farming. It promotes investment and expertise 

development through training, advice, cooperation, and knowledge exchange, all of 

which are vital for RURP. The new CAP explicitly places AKIS and advisors at its core, 

fostering the dissemination and adoption of innovation. 

These policies highlight a clear political will to move towards a more sustainable agriculture 

but also acknowledge the persistent challenges in implementation and the need for robust 

support mechanisms. 
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2.2 Risks and Consequences of Excessive Pesticide Use 

 

While chemical pesticides have historically contributed to increased yields and reduced labor, 

their intensive use has well-documented negative consequences: 

• Environmental Impact: Widespread documentation exists on the adverse effects of 

pesticides on global ecosystems, water quality (natural and drinking water), soil 

degradation, and biodiversity loss. The hidden costs associated with these impacts, such 

as the treatment of contaminated drinking water and the regeneration of degraded soils, 

can be substantial. Prevention of diffuse pollution is generally more cost-effective than 

remediation. 

• Human Health: Exposure to pesticides can have direct and latent impacts on human 

health, affecting both individual users and society at large. 

• Economic Consequences: Beyond the direct costs of pesticides, there are hidden 

economic costs related to reduced soil fertility, decreased ecosystem resilience, and the 

long-term impact on agricultural productivity. 

• Loss of Active Substances: Continuous removal of hazardous active substances and 

"Candidates of Substitution" from the EU authorization list necessitates the development 

and adoption of alternative, low-risk, and basic substances. This shift increases the 

demand for specialized training to ensure efficient and effective use of these alternatives. 

Despite growing awareness, the implementation of Integrated Pest Management (IPM) 

strategies remains challenging. Factors contributing to this include a confusing number of IPM 

definitions, inconsistencies in implementation across countries, and a continued reliance on 

chemical control as a primary method. 

 

2.3 Role of Advisory Services and AKIS in RURP 

 

Advisory services and the broader AKIS are recognized as critical enablers for the transition 

to sustainable agriculture and the reduction of pesticide use. 

• Knowledge Transfer and Innovation: Research indicates a shift from a linear model of 

knowledge transfer to a non-linear process that thrives within knowledge networks. 

Experiential learning, exchanges, and co-production of knowledge within multi-actor 

settings are more effective than traditional seminars. 

• Addressing Barriers: Advisory services can help overcome key barriers to IPM adoption, 

such as: 

o Perceived Risk: Farmers often perceive a high risk associated with reducing 

pesticide use (e.g., crop failure, increased costs). Advisory services can provide 
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evidence of positive economic effects through case studies and demonstrate 

successful implementations by peers. 

o Lack of Resources: Advisors can guide farmers on optimizing existing resources 

and accessing financial support or funding. 

o Lack of Practical Relevance of Scientific Recommendations: Advisors can bridge 

the gap between scientific research and practical application, translating complex 

findings into actionable advice. 

o Awareness and Motivation: Farmers' willingness to adopt RURP practices increases 

with their understanding of ecological consequences and if information comes from 

neutral sources. Advisors can promote proactive information seeking through field 

walks, open days, and discussion groups. 

• Strengthening AKIS: The i2connect project's cross-analysis of AKIS country reports 

highlights the political importance of AKIS for IPM and RURP implementation since 2014. 

While AKIS structures vary across Europe (centralized vs. decentralized), common 

weaknesses include the link between science and practice, and advisors spend more 

time imparting knowledge than developing innovative approaches themselves. 

AdvisoryNetPEST aims to close these gaps by integrating advisors into the AKIS, 

developing their capacities, and fostering innovation support. 

• Multi-actor Approach: Effective RURP requires the involvement of diverse stakeholders, 

including pesticide regulatory authorities, industry, grower associations, consumer and 

environmental NGOs, and other IPM experts. AdvisoryNetPEST, as a network of 

networks, is designed to bring these actors together. 

In essence, advisory services, when well-integrated into a dynamic AKIS, can provide the 

needed knowledge, support, and motivation for farmers to adopt sustainable crop protection 

strategies, thereby contributing significantly to the EU's RURP targets. 
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3. Methodology for mapping and Selection   
        

3.1 Definitions of Key Terms 

 

To ensure clarity and consistency throughout the mapping process, the following definitions 

are applied: 

• Project: A temporary endeavor with a specific goal or result, having a defined beginning 

and end. Projects are run by organizations, institutions, and actors and can utilize 

networks towards initiatives. 

• Initiative: An effort to achieve something valuable, with a beginning but no foreseeable 

end. This broad term includes projects, product management efforts, business 

operations, technical operations, and services. A strategic initiative can comprise 

multiple projects, and several initiatives may function together to reach a vision. 

• Actor: Interpreted broadly to include any person with an interest in the objectives of the 

network, such as advisors, trainers, researchers, farmers, and policymakers. They may 

be independent or part of organizations, projects, or networks. 

• Organization: An institution or body that can be an employer for actors, such as 

Chambers of Agriculture, Research Institutes/Centers, Private Industry in plant 

protection, or similar entities. 

• Network: Interest groups where various actors come together with shared objectives and 

interests. Networks can operate via online platforms, educational programs, or be 

formed by projects or initiatives. 

 

3.2 Data Collection Process 

 

The data collection process for T7.1 was designed to be comprehensive, combining existing 

project knowledge with targeted outreach. It involved two main stages: 

Stage 1: Initial Mapping and Internal Knowledge Sharing 

• Leveraging Existing Project Knowledge: AdvisoryNetPEST partners, particularly NNLs 

and National Sector Leaders (NSLs), have a wealth of knowledge from their participation 

in previous and ongoing EU-funded projects (e.g., i2connect, IPMWORKS, 

modernAKIS). This internal knowledge forms the initial baseline for identifying relevant 

initiatives. 

• Break-out Group Discussions: During initial online meetings with NNLs and NSLs, break-

out groups were used to gather information about national structures and the activities 

of advisors within them. This facilitated the identification of country-specific projects and 

initiatives. 
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• Collaboration with Task 1.1 and Task 3.1: T7.1 collaborates closely with T1.1 (mapping 

of actors and survey dissemination) and T3.1 (methodological framework for NAs 

identification). The "Actors List" developed in T1.1, which includes organizations, 

networks, national initiatives, and national projects, served as a primary data source. 

This ensured that projects that gather interested organizations/actors, who might have 

been otherwise missed, are included. 

Stage 2: Targeted Outreach and Data Structuring 

• Data Collection Structure: A standardized data collection structure (Excel file) was 

created to ensure consistent data entry for national projects and initiatives. This 

spreadsheet differentiates contact data into organizations/networks/national initiatives 

and national projects. 

• Guidelines for NNLs: Detailed guidelines were designed for NNLs to systematically map 

existing actors, networks, organizations, and, specifically for T7.1, national projects and 

initiatives. These guidelines ensure accurate and consistent data entry across all 

participating countries. (Refer to Annex 9.1 for the detailed guideline). 

• Queried Columns for Projects and Initiatives: The following key information is collected 

for each identified project or initiative: 

o Project Acronym: Short name of the project. 

o Project Title: Full title of the project. 

o Project Implementation Period (Start & End Year): The duration of the project. 

o Funding Source: Name of the funding agency or source (e.g., H2020, Horizon 

Europe, Interreg, Life). 

o Project Type: Categorization of the project (e.g., research, demonstration, policy 

support). 

o Crop Sector: Relevant crop sector(s) addressed (Arable Field Crops, Horticulture, 

Soft Fruits and Ornamental, Orchards, Vineyards). 

o Budget (€): Full budget of the project in euros. 

o Project Level: Indication of whether the project is European, national or regional, 

and the specific country/region. 

o Project Website (if applicable): URL of the project's website. 

o Official Database Link (if applicable): Official link to the project database. 

o Project Summary (Objectives, Activities): A brief summary of the project's goals 

and main activities. 

o AdvisoryNetPEST Partner Involvement: List of AdvisoryNetPEST partners 

involved in the initiative. 
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o National Network Leader (NNL) Responsible for Mapping: Identification of the NNL 

responsible for mapping the initiative. 

o Potential Common Activity: Suggestion of potential common activities with 

AdvisoryNetPEST. 

o Does the initiative address the policy area? "Yes" or "No" with details if applicable. 

o Development / identification / dissemination of novel approaches: "Yes" or "No" 

with details if applicable. 

o Joint event planning: "Yes" or "No" with details if applicable. 

o Comments / Additional Information: Any other relevant details. 

 

3.3 Criteria for Selection 

 

From the extensive mapping, a selection process was applied to identify the most relevant 

projects and initiatives for deeper engagement and collaboration. The selection criteria were 

based on the potential for synergy and mutual benefit with AdvisoryNetPEST's objectives: 

• Relevance to RURP: Projects and initiatives must directly contribute to the reduction of 

pesticide use and risks, or promote sustainable plant protection practices (e.g., IPM, 

biological control, precision farming). 

• Potential for Novel Approaches (NAs): Prioritization is given to projects and initiatives 

that develop, identify, or disseminate NAs that align with AdvisoryNetPEST's definition 

of NAs (reduced pesticide use/risk, high Technology Readiness Level (TRL), replicable, 

effective, and sustainable). 

• Knowledge Exchange Potential: Projects and initiatives that offer clear opportunities for 

knowledge exchange, sharing of expertise, and mutual learning with AdvisoryNetPEST 

advisors and stakeholders are highly valued. This includes access to training materials, 

demonstration farms, and digital tools. 

• Network and Stakeholder Engagement: Projects and initiatives with established 

networks of advisors, farmers, researchers, policymakers, and other AKIS actors are 

preferred, as they provide existing channels for engagement and dissemination. 

• Policy Relevance: Projects and initiatives that address policy and regulatory 

developments related to RURP or contribute to the implementation of EU strategies (e.g., 

Farm to Fork, Biodiversity Strategy), are considered strategic. 

• Geographical and Crop Sector Alignment: Preference is given to projects and initiatives 

that operate within the geographical scope of AdvisoryNetPEST (all EU MSs and UK) 

and cover the project's key crop sectors (arable field crops, vineyards, orchards, and 

horticulture, soft fruits and ornamental). 
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• Willingness to Cooperate: Projects and initiatives that have expressed or demonstrated 

a willingness to cooperate and engage in joint activities with AdvisoryNetPEST are 

prioritized. 

The selection process involves a qualitative assessment by the NNLs and relevant project 

partners, followed by a review by the Scientific and Technical Working Group (STWG) where 

appropriate. 
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4. Identified Projects and Initiatives 

This section provides an overview of key EU-level projects and initiatives identified as highly 

relevant to AdvisoryNetPEST's objectives, along with a description of their potential synergies. 

This top-down approach complements the bottom-up identification of Novel Approaches (NAs) 

within national networks. 

 

4.1 EU level projects 

 

4.1.1 ADOPT-IPM 

Start date: 01/12/2022 

End date: 30/11/2026 

 

Chemical pesticides are harmful to the environment and human health, and their use should 

be restricted. Integrated pest management (IPM) combines preventive measures such as 

agronomic practices (crop rotations) and responsive measures such as biological pest control, 

and as a last resort chemical control. However, many available IPM tools are suboptimal, 

notably due to a loose political context, and many other IPM tools are still lacking, hindering 

our ability to counter the growing threats of invasive pests worldwide. The EU-funded ADOPT-

IPM project optimises existing IPM tools and packages and develops new IPM tools. It also 

fosters stakeholders’ adoption of IPM tools by surveying use and needs, and through trials and 

demonstration days of the newly optimised and developed tools with industrial partners. 

Synergies with AdvisoryNetPEST 

By combining AdvisoryNetPEST’s focus on knowledge transfer, training advisors, and policy 

advocacy with ADOPT-IPM’s work on optimizing IPM tools and fostering stakeholder adoption, 

the two projects are complementary. The IPM tools developed in ADOPT-IPM may be 

identified as novel approaches and/or be disseminated at national and EU level through 

AdvisoryNetPEST’s dissemination approaches.  

 

4.1.2 AE4EU 

Start date: 01/01/2021 

End date: 31/12/2023 

 

AE4EU aims to enable a successful transition to agroecology through strong development with 

ambitious and longer-term joint actions at the European level in research, innovation, 

networks, training and education. Thanks to a European network and the involvement of 
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different actors from diverse horizons and sectors, the project analyses agroecology through 

its different pillars: as a science, a set of practices, and a social movement. 

Synergies with AdvisoryNetPEST 

By combining AdvisoryNetPEST’s focus on reducing pesticide use with AE4EU’s promotion of 

agroecological practices, both projects can collaborate to organise joint events centred on their 

shared objectives. These events will foster knowledge transfer to advisors, farmers, and other 

relevant stakeholders within the AKIS. Such joint events may take place within the Living Labs 

of AE4EU or as online workshops and events organised by AdvisoryNetPEST. 

 

4.1.3 Agroecology Partnership 

Start date: 01/01/2024 

End date: 31/12/2030 

 

The Agroecology Partnership aims to accelerate the transition to agroecology, supporting a 

sustainable, resilient, and equitable European food system. Its mission focus on building a 

collaborative European effort that brings together science, policy, and practice, supporting 

economically viable and socially connected agriculture. Collaboration is at the heart of this 

project, bringing together farmers, advisors, researchers, policymakers, and civil society to co-

create solutions. Agroecology Living Labs are coordinated to test, evaluate, and upscale 

agroecological practices in real-world settings, ensuring that innovation is grounded and widely 

adopted. The Partnership promotes open innovation, participatory governance, and evidence-

based policy-making, aiming to transform food systems for the better. Knowledge sharing and 

capacity building are fundamental, extending both within and beyond the EU to maximise 

impact.  

Synergies with AdvisoryNetPEST 

AdvisoryNetPEST and the Agroecology Partnership can collaborate to organise joint events 

focused on practices that support the objectives of both projects. For example, online 

workshops could be held to share key results from each initiative, and demonstration events 

could be run together using the Agroecology Partnership’s Living Labs. AdvisoryNetPEST 

training sessions can also benefit from the insights and resources provided by the Agroecology 

Partnership. This collaboration can engage both networks and increase their overall impact. 

 

4.1.4 AgroServ 

Start date: 01/09/2022 

End date: 31/08/2027 
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AgroServ is a large-scale infrastructure and service project designed to strengthen research 

capacity and integration in agroecology across Europe. It provides a shared “catalogue” of 143 

research services that span molecular, ecological, agronomic to socio-economic levels, 

accessible via a unified portal. The project seeks to foster collaboration between academia, 

industry, farmers, and civil society by lowering barriers to access agroecological research 

infrastructures and capabilities. By enabling cross-disciplinary use of facilities, AgroServ aims 

to generate more robust, scalable evidence and services to support sustainable and resilient 

agricultural systems. Its approach emphasizes inclusiveness, openness, and integration 

across actors and scales, thereby catalysing innovation in agroecological research and 

application.  

Synergies with AdvisoryNetPEST 

AgroServ’s research infrastructure and service catalogue can support advisors in accessing 

cutting-edge tools, data, and trials for sustainable pest management. Its open innovation and 

training resources complement AdvisoryNetPEST’s mission to strengthen advisor capacity 

and cross-EU knowledge exchange. 

 

4.1.5 AGROSUS 

Start date: 01/06/2023 

End date: 31/05/2027 

 

AGROSUS (Agroecological strategies for sustainable weed management) aims to identify, co-

design and validate tools and strategies that prevent and manage weeds across European 

cropping systems while reducing dependence on synthetic herbicides. The project spans all 

11 EU biogeographic regions, applying a multi-actor approach to engage farmers, advisors 

and stakeholders in surveys, workshops and decision-making. AGROSUS will deploy 68 short-

term experimental units and tap into existing agroecological fields to test combinations of 

cultural, mechanical, biological and biotechnological interventions. It also builds a weed 

database cataloging 117 species, their traits, herbicide resistance, and management 

strategies. Through co-validation, technology transfer and stakeholder training, AGROSUS 

seeks to scale up context-suitable weed management practices across Europe.  

Synergies with AdvisoryNetPEST 

AGROSUS’s weed management database, participatory trials, and farmer-advisor 

collaborations provide concrete resources for AdvisoryNetPEST to disseminate. The project’s 

focus on training, technology transfer, and multi-actor engagement supports 

AdvisoryNetPEST’s scaling of pesticide-reduction innovations across the EU. 
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4.1.6 ATTRACTISS 

Start date: 01/10/2022 

End date: 30/09/2028 

 

Approaches to knowledge exchange, learning, and innovation in agriculture are quickly 

changing. New and better methods for sharing knowledge and expertise are key to sustainable 

agriculture and forestry. The EU-funded ATTRACTISS project aims to enhance and establish 

competencies, approaches, instruments and governance models for Member States’ 

agricultural knowledge and innovation systems (AKISs). This is to be done to quickly execute 

individual grassroots ideas and to find solutions for transitioning to more sustainable agriculture 

and forestry systems. It empowers innovation support services and AKIS actors and provide 

support for managing authorities in the 27 Member States and new AKIS stakeholders. 

Synergies with AdvisoryNetPEST 

Some of the key synergies include:  

• Improved knowledge exchange through shared tools and platforms 

• Promoting innovation in pest management and broader sustainable farming practices; 

Strengthening advisory services and capacity building for better pest management 

solutions 

• Stakeholder engagement that connects advisory services, farmers, policy makers, and 

researchers 

• Alignment with EU policies, enhancing both projects' contributions to sustainability 

goals in agriculture 

 

4.1.7 Climate Smart Advisors 

Start date: 01/04/2023 

End date: 31/03/2030 

 

Climate change is threatening global food security. While the impact on agriculture is evident, 

agriculture is also causing climate change. Adaptation efforts are needed. In this context, the 

EU-funded ClimateSmartAdvisors project will bring together experts from 27 countries to find 

ways to adopt climate-smart (CS) farming practices. The expert advisors will develop CS 

innovations and practices. The project organises activities focusing on strengthening the 

advisors’ capacity to provide CS advice and boosting their role in the transition towards CS 

farming. Specifically, an EU-wide network of 260 advisory communities of practice (CoP) 
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supports the development of 1 500 advisors who form the core of CS knowledge exchange. 

The CoPs will internationally exchange knowledge. 

Synergies with AdvisoryNetPEST 

AdvisoryNetPEST and Climate Smart Advisors together can create a more integrated advisory 

system that addresses both climate change adaptation and pest management, with the final 

objective of empowering farmers to adopt holistic approaches to sustainability.  

 

4.1.8 CONSERWA 

Start date: 01/05/2023 

End date: 30/04/2027 

The CONSERWA project addresses the growing challenge of weed management under rising 

carbon dioxide levels and climate change. It promotes agroecological practices as sustainable 

alternatives to herbicide dependence. Despite proven benefits, these methods have seen 

limited adoption among farmers. The project will compile a diverse portfolio of agroecological 

practices and evaluate their optimal combinations for different regions. It will integrate 

innovative tools to assess performance, impacts, and adaptability under climate change 

scenarios. An open decision support system will guide practical decision-making and 

stakeholder collaboration. CONSERWA will also analyze social, economic, and policy factors 

influencing farmers’ choices. Through the development of case studies, it tests solutions 

across varied climates and farming systems. Training programs aim to empower farmers with 

knowledge and skills. Lastly, the project will deliver policy recommendations to support a 

sustainable transition in weed management. 

Synergies with AdvisoryNetPEST 

Since agroecological practices largely contribute to reducing the use of pesticides, the 

collaboration possibilities between AdvisoryNetPEST and CONSERWA are vast. 

AdvisoryNetPEST partners can be incentivised to use some of the agroecological practices, 

and its combinations present in CONSERVA’s portfolio for the novel approaches identification 

process. Therefore, AdvisoryNetPEST can also use CONSERVA’s case studies information 

to enrich the case studies that will be developed in the context of the first project. Additionally, 

in some of the common countries of the projects it can be made an effort to organise joint 

demonstration events on a novel approach common to both projects. Lastly, online workshops 

can be organised together with CONSERWA to disseminate both projects key results, 

targeting both project’s network and a wider target audience.  

 

4.1.9 COREnet 

Start date: 15/09/2022 

End date: 14/09/2027 
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Short food supply chains (SFSCs), whereby agricultural products find their way to the 

consumer via a limited number of economic operators, are emerging as one of the EU’s 

approaches to improve its competitiveness in this vital sector. In this context, the EU-funded 

COREnet project aims to increase the effectiveness of the SFSC system across all EU 

Member States. To that end, it creates an advisory board comprising multiple relevant actors 

to allow the exchange of cost-effective practical solutions to improve SFSC performance. A list 

of SFSC success stories is also created to further encourage best practices. The project’s work 

facilitates the transition towards more inclusive, resilient and sustainable food systems. 

Synergies with AdvisoryNetPEST 

COREnet’s network of relevant actors can collaborate with AdvisoryNetPEST’s advisors to 

share best practices on how to incorporate pesticide-reducing strategies into short supply 

chains.  

 

4.1.10 DACWEED 

Start year: 2020 

End year: 2022 

 

DACWEED (Detection and ACtuation system for WEED management) focuses on precision 

weed control by fusing sensor data, machine vision and actuation systems to regulate 

mechanical weed interventions and herbicide applications at a site-specific level. The 

underlying technology uses cameras and neural networks to distinguish crops from weeds and 

trigger localized responses via ISOBUS-enabled implements. In practice, DACWEED aims to 

reduce total herbicide input by avoiding blanket spraying and applying treatments only where 

and when needed. By integrating perception, decision logic, and actuation, the project seeks 

to make weed control more efficient, precise and environmentally safer. Although some 

components already exist in the market, DACWEED’s novelty lies in bundling them into a 

cohesive, automated system.  

Synergies with AdvisoryNetPEST 

DACWEED’s precision weed detection and actuation technologies directly contribute to 

reducing herbicide use. AdvisoryNetPEST can help integrate and promote these smart farming 

tools through its advisory network, accelerating on-farm adoption of pesticide-saving 

innovations. 

 

4.1.11 EU4Advice 

Start date: 01/10/2022 

End date: 30/09/2027 
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The EU-funded EU4Advice project aims to bolster short food supply chains-related advisory 

services to chain actors, to help them make their practices more economically, socially and 

environmentally sustainable. To that end, it connects SFSC advisors from the 27 Member 

States in a common network, integrates SFSC-related advisory services, tools and content 

into national agricultural knowledge and innovation systems (AKIS), and improves AKIS 

governance. EU4Advice also creates spaces to test innovative methodologies, content and 

novel governance models on the field through a network of four Living Labs, collaborating and 

involving various actors including advisors, researchers, policymakers, farmers and 

consumers. 

Synergies with AdvisoryNetPEST 

The synergies between AdvisoryNetPEST and EU4Advice lie in their shared focus on 

sustainability and knowledge exchange. By combining their efforts in networking, advisory 

services, and training, both projects can enhance each other's impact. 

 

4.1.12 EU-Farmbook 

Start date: 01/08/2022 

End date: 31/07/2029 

 

An online, open-source, European knowledge reservoir about agriculture and forestry practical 

solutions was developed by two EU projects, EURAKNOS and EUREKA. The EU-funded EU-

FarmBook project further develops this digital platform, making it easy to search for and share 

practical knowledge about farming and forestry from regional, national and EU research and 

innovation projects. This is the first long-term, EU-wide digital knowledge reservoir. The EU-

FarmBook platform connects many AKIS actors, provide training materials as input to the 

advisors and serve education institutes. In terms of dissemination, EU-FarmBook forms links 

to traditional channels, such as agricultural journals. The overall aim is for the platform to 

stimulate knowledge exchange, user interaction and collaboration, ultimately resulting in 

innovation for environmentally, socially and economically sustainable agriculture and forestry. 

Synergies with AdvisoryNetPEST 

EU-FarmBook’s digital knowledge repository is a comprehensive source of practical 

agricultural and forestry solutions. AdvisoryNetPEST can feed its materials into the platform 

while simultaneously drawing from EU-FarmBook’s existing resources to enrich advisor 

training.  

 

4.1.13 Farmtopia 

Start date: 01/09/2023 
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End date: 31/08/2026 

 

Despite the agricultural industry’s increasing interest in Agricultural Digital Solutions (ADSs), 

their adoption among European farmers, particularly small-scale ones, has remained limited. 

This creates a significant gap that needs addressing to enhance the economic and 

environmental aspects of the agricultural sector. Farmtopia envisions a future where ADSs 

cater to the needs of small farms more readily, encompassing their creation, deployment, and 

affordability. The envisioned impact includes providing validated ADSs to over 64,000 small 

farms. 

Synergies with AdvisoryNetPEST 

AdvisoryNetPEST can use Farmtopia’s digital tools to provide small-scale farmers with better 

support in reducing pesticide risks, while Farmtopia can use the advisory network to promote 

the adoption of its digital solutions, creating a more holistic approach to sustainable agriculture. 

Together, these projects can help achieve the goals of the Farm to Fork Strategy by advancing 

both the technological and knowledge-based components needed for a more sustainable and 

efficient agricultural system across Europe. 

 

4.1.14 FAIRshare 

Start date: 01/11/2018 

End date: 31/10/2023 

 

Electronic data generation, analytics, and communication technologies can improve 

agricultural sustainability. While the EU and national/regional policymakers support the 

digitisation of agriculture, the rural advisory community should take ownership of digital tools. 

The EU-funded FAIRshare project engaged, enabled and empowered the independent farm 

advisor community by sharing digital tools, services, expertise and motivations. The project 

allows advisors to integrate digital tools into diverse advisory and farming contexts across the 

EU. FAIRshare supports a wider social network of partner institutions through a navigable 

online interface and generates a participatory living laboratory for digital tools interaction and 

application. 

Synergies with AdvisoryNetPEST 

FAIRshare’s inventory of digital advisory tools (DATS) represents a key asset for 

AdvisoryNetPEST. By integrating FAIRshare’s digital advisory frameworks and tool 

assessments, AdvisoryNetPEST can train advisors to select and use digital technologies 

effectively.  
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4.1.15 FORTUNA 

Start date: 01/01/2024 

End date: 31/12/2026 

 

Widespread implementation of IPM still faces challenges due to economic constraints and 

farmer reluctance. Hence, FORTUNA aims to identify and analyse methods to reduce chemical 

pesticide usage. Stakeholder engagement informs strategies to transition to pesticide-free 

farming practices, supporting robust yields and food security while minimizing productivity and 

profitability risks. Against that background, the objective of FORTUNA is to address the future 

challenges in the light of the Farm to Fork (F2F) Strategy with its quantitative targets to reduce 

the overall risk and use of chemical pesticides, and the use of more hazardous pesticides by 

50% by 2030 and respond to the ambition to pave the way beyond the F2F targets towards 

agriculture without chemical pesticides. 

Synergies with AdvisoryNetPEST 

By combining their strengths in stakeholder engagement, training, knowledge exchange, and 

the adoption of innovative solutions, these projects can accelerate the adoption of sustainable 

pest management practices across Europe. AdvisoryNetPEST’s advisory network can provide 

critical on-the-ground support to farmers, ensuring the successful implementation of the 

pesticide reduction strategies identified by FORTUNA. 

 

4.1.16 FORADVISE 

Start date: 01/01/2025 

End date: 31/12/2029 

 

FORADVISE, a sister project of AdvisoryNetPEST, aims to develop a European network of 

forest advisory organisations, actors, and networks, to support the modernisation of the 

forestry sector, and advance towards EU and national policy targets. It speeds up knowledge 

flow, increases the competences of forest advisors beyond traditional areas of advice, and 

develops pathways towards a future Forest Knowledge and Innovation System (FOKIS) in 

Europe. Its goal is to advance towards more resilient, multifunctional, and productive forests 

in Europe. 

Synergies with AdvisoryNetPEST 
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As sister projects, the synergies between FORADVISE and AdvisoryNetPEST lie in their 

shared commitment to developing an EU-wide network of advisors, promoting sustainable 

practices, and improving advisory services, each within its specific thematic focus. 

The opportunities for collaboration between AdvisoryNetPEST and STRATUS are diverse, as 

outlined below: 

• Discussing and sharing experiences on network building, network governance, and the 

identification and selection of sustainable practices, using lessons learned from both 

projects to adapt and improve the defined methodology 

• Organising joint technical workshops with the networks of both projects (as well as 

those of the other sister projects) to promote and enhance knowledge and experience 

sharing among advisors at the EU level 

Additionally, a joint platform (Advisory Agrihub) is being developed by all sister projects, which 

is a one-stop resource hub designed to provide tools for advisors to deliver consistent, high-

quality guidance across the EU. The Advisory Agrihub contains material across the five project 

themes, including fertilisation (STRATUS), pest management (AdvisoryNetPEST), livestock 

management (LIVENET), forestry (FORADVISE), and organic farming 

(OrganicAdviceNetwork). 

 

4.1.17 GOOD 

Start date: 01/05/2023 

End date: 30/04/2027 

 

GOOD (AGrOecOlogy for weeDs) aims to establish a European network for agroecological 

weed management (AWM) and seeks to reduce herbicide reliance via co-designed, context-

sensitive strategies. It operates through Living Labs across six distinct pedoclimatic zones, 

engaging farmers, advisors, researchers and stakeholders in development and evaluation of 

AWM systems. The project tests combinations of solutions, such as cover crops, beneficial 

microorganisms, cultural control, and digital tools, in conventional, organic, and mixed farming 

systems. It also builds a web-platform and repository (AWM Toolbox) to support decision-

making, training, and dissemination. GOOD’s vision is to catalyze wider adoption of 

sustainable weed control by demonstrating that AWM can maintain productivity, profitability, 

and resilience while cutting chemical inputs.  

Synergies with AdvisoryNetPEST 

GOOD’s Agroecological Weed Management Network and digital decision tools align with 

AdvisoryNetPEST’s objectives of training and knowledge sharing. Its multi-actor approach and 

Living Labs offer tested agroecological strategies that advisors can replicate across diverse 

European contexts. 
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4.1.18 INNOSETA 

Start date: 01/05/2018 

End date: 31/10/2021 

 

Spraying is a commonly used method in the agricultural industry to combat pests and prevent 

crop diseases. However, if not carried out with the proper equipment or training, spraying can 

cause more harm than good, not only to the crops but also to the environment. In this context, 

the EU-funded INNOSETA project aims to establish an innovative and self-sustainable 

thematic network. This network facilitates the connection between researchers and farmers, 

enabling improved advisory services, training, equipment provisions, and maintenance related 

to spraying. Additionally, the project aims to foster novel innovations by addressing 

inefficiencies in scientific advancements. By providing crucial data and training to farmers, the 

project seeks to enhance crop productivity while reducing environmental contamination. 

Synergies with AdvisoryNetPEST 

INNOSETA’s outcomes on sustainable spraying practices and precision application 

technologies can be identified as novel approaches within AdvisoryNetPEST’s, and further 

disseminated through cross-visits, training and demonstration events.  

 

4.1.19 IPM Decisions  

Start date: 01/06/2019 

End date: 31/05/2024 

 

Crop protection and pest control are major economic concerns throughout Europe. Current 

decision support systems (DSSs) for farmers provide limited advice mainly because they are 

region-specific and pest control solutions lack adequate assessment for safety and efficacy. 

The EU-funded IPM Decisions project intended to create a new and improved DSS integrated 

with data, tools and resources via a European-wide online platform. Platform users form an 

Integrated Pest Management Decisions Network that include growers, consultants, 

researchers and agricultural organisations who develop and disseminate up-to-date solutions 

for pest management. The project had a tremendous impact across Europe by improving pest 

control efficiency and securing better economic returns in agriculture. 

Synergies with AdvisoryNetPEST 

AdvisoryNetPEST partners can be encouraged to use the decision-support systems (DSSs) 

available on the IPM Decisions platform when identifying novel approaches. If these tools are 

selected during the novel approaches identification process, they can be further shared and 

demonstrated through cross-visits, training sessions, and demonstration events. Additionally, 
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joint workshops organised by AdvisoryNetPEST and IPM Decisions would provide an 

opportunity to present the main results and insights from both projects to their respective 

networks and to a wider target audience. 

 

4.1.20 IPMWORKS 

Start date: 01/10/2020 

End date: 31/03/2025 

 

Along with the promotion of organic farming, integrated pest management (IPM) is one of the 

tools for low-pesticide-input pest management. IPM is based on prevention and non-chemical 

control to enable reduced reliance on pesticides. This approach is tested by a few farmers 

throughout Europe; most European farmers rely heavily on pesticides with major 

environmental and societal impacts. The EU-funded IPMWORKS project promoted the 

adoption of IPM strategies. An EU-wide network of farmers who progress further in IPM 

practices help to show other farmers the benefits of holistic IPM. They demonstrate low 

reliance on pesticides with better pest control, reduced costs and enhanced profitability. The 

project also organised training and produced training material. 

Synergies with AdvisoryNetPEST 

By adopting the methodologies and lessons learned from IPMWORKS, AdvisoryNetPEST can 

enhance its process peer-to-peer learning strategies among advisors, and deliver effective 

advisor training and demonstration events. AdvisoryNetPEST partners can also be 

incentivised to use some of the IPM practices showcased during IPMWORKS within the novel 

approaches identification process. Furthermore, a key opportunity for collaboration is the 

organisation of joint workshops, where the main results and insights from IPMWORKS can be 

shared with both the AdvisoryNetPEST and IPMWORKS networks, as well as with a broader 

target audience. 

 

4.1.21 i2connect 

Start date: 01/11/2019 

End date: 31/10/2024 

 

Agriculture and forestry, the basis for food, feed and countless other products to meet 

consumer and industrial demands, are integral parts of the European economy and society. 

Innovation and collaboration between various actors are key. The EU-funded i2connect built 

on the existing advisor networks, a resource of over 40 000 advisors and critical actors, to form 

a broader network. Its aim is to promote a new culture of bottom-up innovation support. The 

project created an inventory of advisory practices in Europe. The best practices are reviewed 

and studied as part of a training program. Overall, the project connected 32 organisations and 
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supported them through a moderated online platform for mutual coaching and sharing 

experiences. 

Synergies with AdvisoryNetPEST 

i2connect fuelled the competencies of advisors and their organisations to engage and support 

farmers in interactive innovation processes. AdvisoryNetPEST can build on i2connect 

networks and methodology to improve soft skills of advisors.  

 

4.1.22 IWMPraise 

Start date: 01/06/2017 

End date: 30/11/2022 

 

IWMPraise aims to support the implementation of Integrated Weed Management (IWM). It 

demonstrates that adoption of IWM supports more sustainable cropping systems both 

agronomically and environmentally, which are resilient to external impacts without jeopardizing 

profitability or the steady supply of food, feed and biomaterials. It aims to develop, test and 

assess management strategies delivered across whole cropping systems for four contrasting 

management scenarios representing typical crops in Europe.  

Synergies with AdvisoryNetPEST 

IWMPRAISE’s research on Integrated Weed Management provides practical strategies that 

AdvisoryNetPEST can integrate into advisor training programmes. The weed control 

techniques tested by IWMPRAISE may also be identified as novel approaches; if selected, 

these can be further shared and demonstrated through AdvisoryNetPEST’s case studies, as 

well as at EU and national events such as cross-visits, training sessions, and demonstration 

events. 

 

4.1.23 Liaison 

Start date: 01/05/2023 

End date: 30/04/2026 

 



 

 
 
 

                        29 

D7.1 
Related projects 
and initiatives 

Liaison aims to make a significant and meaningful contribution to optimising interactive 

innovation project approaches and the delivery of EU policies to speed up innovation in 

agriculture, forestry and rural areas. Researchers, policy advisors, actors from interactive 

innovation projects, initiatives and networks, farm/forestry advisors, decision-makers and 

administrators will jointly investigate the design and implementation of interactive innovation 

project approaches. Looking with the eyes of a larger number of interactive innovation 

initiatives we will assess the infrastructure of H2020 and Rural Development Programs at the 

project, national and European levels. The central part of the project is a 'light-touch' review of 

the experiences in 200 projects and initiatives, and an in-depth assessment of 32 interactive 

innovation project approaches in a broad range of agricultural and forestry sub-sectors and 

countries.  

Synergies with AdvisoryNetPEST 

Liaison’s “working in partnership for innovation” approach and goal fits into AdvisoryNetPEST’s 

general objectives. AdvisoryNetPEST could gather insights from the operational network 

models developed by Liaison to understand how best to reach diverse groups within the 

networks and encourage collaboration. 

 

4.1.24 LiveNet 

Start date: 01/01/2025 

End date: 31/12/2029 

 

The main objective of LIVENET is to establish and build capacity for a network of advisory 

services across the EU, increasing the knowledge sharing between advisors, and among the 

whole AKIS, and the adoption of innovative solutions for Sustainable Livestock Production by 

farmers. 
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Synergies with AdvisoryNetPEST  

As sister projects, the synergies between STRATUS and AdvisoryNetPEST lie in their shared 

commitment to developing an EU-wide network of advisors, promoting sustainable farming 

practices, and improving advisory services, each within its specific thematic focus. 

The opportunities for collaboration between AdvisoryNetPEST and STRATUS are diverse, as 

outlined below: 

• Discussing and sharing experiences on network building, network governance, and the 

identification and selection of sustainable practices, using lessons learned from both 

projects to adapt and improve the defined methodology 

• Organising joint technical workshops with the networks of both projects (as well as 

those of the other sister projects) to promote and enhance knowledge and experience 

sharing among advisors at the EU level 

• Collaborating in other projects events (e.g.: cross-visits, training and demonstration 

events) focused on sustainable practices that align with the objectives and aims of both 

projects 

Additionally, a joint platform (Advisory Agrihub) is being developed by all sister projects, which 

is a one-stop resource hub designed to provide tools for advisors to deliver consistent, high-

quality guidance across the EU. The Advisory Agrihub contains material across the five project 

themes, including fertilisation (STRATUS), pest management (AdvisoryNetPEST), livestock 

management (LIVENET), forestry (FORADVISE), and organic farming 

(OrganicAdviceNetwork). 

 

4.1.25 modernAKIS 

Start date: 01/09/2022 

End date: 31/08/2029 

 

An AKIS improves the flow of knowledge. In this context, the EU-funded modernAKIS project 

builds and fosters a European network of at least 1 000 key AKIS actors, including AKIS 

coordination bodies, from all EU Member States. They serve as linchpins in the transformation 

of the AKIS systems towards more effective governance and modernisation of the European 

agri-food sector. The project also builds the capacities of these key AKIS actors towards 

systems understanding and engagement. This allows them to put into practice long-term 

system changes that will improve AKIS. 
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Synergies with AdvisoryNetPEST 

AdvisoryNetPEST national networks aim to embed themselves within AKIS, enhancing their 

technological competences in RURP through engagement with scientific and educational 

institutions, and by leveraging new solutions through the effective use of policy measures. The 

methodologies and strategies explored in ModernAKIS to enhance and ensure the efficiency 

of knowledge flow within AKIS can be applied to the governance strategy of AdvisoryNetPEST 

networks and to the strategic planning of AKIS technical workshops. 

 

4.1.26 NBSOIL 

Start date: 01/12/2022 

End date: 30/11/2026 

 

Soil degradation is a global issue. Unfortunately, it is estimated that over 90 % of all soils could 

become degraded by 2050. Nature-based solutions can support soil health. The EU-funded 

NBSOIL project designs a blended learning program to gain mainstream knowledge and help 

soil advisors implement a holistic vision of soil health. Specifically, the project focuses on six 

multifunctional categories: organic fertilisers from locally available biowastes, cover crops, 

paludiculture, forest diversification, bioremediation, and blue-green infrastructure in urban and 

periurban areas. An estimated 300 participants from 8 EU countries are expected to complete 

the 2-year training (an introductory online course and four advanced modules) offered by the 

project. 

Synergies with AdvisoryNetPEST 

The Advisorynetpest and NBSOIL projects have complementary goals that offer multiple 

opportunities for synergy. By integrating their efforts, they can provide agricultural advisors 

with a more comprehensive set of tools and strategies to help farmers transition toward more 

sustainable, pesticide-free farming practices while also improving soil health.  

 

4.1.27 NextGenBioPest 

Start date: 01/03/2024 

End date: 29/02/2028 
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Plant pests and pathogens damage crops and threaten food security. However, controlling 

them with synthetic insecticides harms the environment. Developing new pest and pathogen 

control methods is essential to meet the challenge of increasing crop yields. The EU-funded 

NextGenBioPest project aims to reduce the use of pesticides while delivering new and 

improved methods for controlling arthropod pests and pathogens. The project provides a new 

toolkit for crop protection in crucial fruit and vegetable crops. This toolkit includes diagnostics, 

biological control agents, RNA-based pesticides, eco-friendly chemicals, and innovative 

agronomic and ecological practices. The project integrates these innovations with existing 

approaches, assesses their effectiveness and socioeconomic impact, and delivers extensive 

training. 

Synergies with AdvisoryNetPEST 

The synergies between AdvisoryNetPEST and NextGenBioPest are substantial, as both 

projects aim to reduce pesticide use and improve sustainability in European agriculture. By 

combining knowledge transfer, innovative technologies, and integrated pest management 

practices, these projects can drive a holistic approach to pest control that benefits both the 

environment and farmers’ bottom lines. 

 

4.1.28 NOVATERRA 

Start date: 01/10/2020 

End date: 31/03/2025 

 

NOVATERRA aims to create a more holistic approach to future farming. Using precision 

farming, new natural protection products and soil management strategies, the project aims to 

reduce environmental pollution and reduce damage to non-target organisms as well as better 

economic sustainability for Mediterranean farmers, focusing on Mediterranean olive groves 

and vineyards. This practical and integrative approach is based on a series of multivariate case 

studies which will explore the use of biopesticides adjuvants and formulations, smart farming 

techniques, robotics, alongside novel soil management and functional biodiversity. At the 

same time, the project aims to gather insights from a wide range of stakeholders and to 

leverage them to maximise the adoption of successful solutions obtained from the case 

studies. 

Synergies with AdvisoryNetPEST 

AdvisoryNetPEST can use NOVATERRA’s precision farming, biopesticide, and soil 

management case studies as evidence-based training material. By promoting these proven 

solutions through its advisor network, AdvisoryNetPEST can help farmers adopt sustainable 

practices in Mediterranean cropping systems, reducing environmental impacts and improving 

productivity. 
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4.1.29 Oper8 

Start date: 01/10/2022 

End date: 30/09/2025 

 

By building upon the outcomes of eight Operational Groups across Europe, the Oper8 

Thematic Network establishes stakeholder engagement processes to set up and connect 

national networks in each partner country. It also uncovers the drivers, barriers and root causes 

for the lack of non-chemical weed control adoption. The network collects, analyses, validates, 

and widely disseminates non-chemical weed solutions (Oper8 Inventory, Best Practices), and 

establishes cross-fertilisation activities (workshops, demo farms) within and across the 

national networks. The aim is to co-create, showcase and evaluate non-chemical weed control 

methods. It also deploys knowledge transfer tools and techniques (training and policy 

recommendations) to adapt, disseminate and scale-up alternative weed control solutions and 

ensure their diffusion within countries and across Europe. 

Synergies with AdvisoryNetPEST 

OPER8’s work on non-chemical weed control methods provides an extensive repository of 

best practices and demonstration results. AdvisoryNetPEST can incorporate these solutions 

into its advisory network, training advisors on alternative weed management strategies. Joint 

dissemination through workshops can increase adoption of sustainable weed control practices. 

 

4.1.30 Optima 

Start date: 01/10/2021 

End date: 31/09/2026 

 

The aim is to develop an environmentally friendly IPM framework for vineyards, apple orchards 

and carrots by providing a holistic integrated approach which includes all critical aspects 

related to integrated disease management, such as i) novel bio-PPPs use, ii) disease 

prediction models, iii) spectral early disease detection systems and iv) precision spraying 

techniques. It contributes significantly to the reduction of the European agriculture reliance on 

chemical PPPs resulting in reduced use of agrochemicals, lower residues and reduced impacts 

on human health.  

Synergies with AdvisoryNetPEST 

AdvisoryNetPEST can draw from OPTIMA’s integrated pest management framework, which 

combines biopesticides, precision spraying, and disease prediction models. These outcomes 

can feed into AdvisoryNetPEST’s Novel Approaches (NAs) identification process for 

replication and adaptation across Europe. 
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4.1.31 OrganicAdviceNetwork 

Start date: 01/04/2024 

End date: 31/03/2028 

 

The OrganicAdviceNetwork project is an AdvisoryNetPEST sister project, which goal is to 

establish a network of 1 000 organic advisers across all EU Member States and seven other 

countries in Europe. Plant production and animal husbandry advisers exchange knowledge 

and provide mutual support, fostering diversity of organic advisory services from private and 

public organisations or self-employed professionals. The project develops an action plan to 

ensure the network’s long-term continuation, empowers organic advisers to enhance the 

capacity of their organisations and creates organic advisory services. 

Synergies with AdvisoryNetPEST 

As sister projects, the synergies between OrganicAdviceNetwork and AdvisoryNetPEST lie in 

their shared commitment to developing an EU-wide network of advisors, promoting sustainable 

farming practices, and improving advisory services, each within its specific thematic focus. 

The opportunities for collaboration between AdvisoryNetPEST and STRATUS are diverse, as 

outlined below: 

• Discussing and sharing experiences on network building, network governance, and the 

identification and selection of sustainable practices, using lessons learned from both 

projects to adapt and improve the defined methodology 

• Organising joint technical workshops with the networks of both projects (as well as 

those of the other sister projects) to promote and enhance knowledge and experience 

sharing among advisors at the EU level 

• Collaborating in other projects events (e.g.: cross-visits, training and demonstration 

events) focused on sustainable practices that align with the objectives and aims of both 

projects 

Additionally, a joint platform (Advisory Agrihub) is being developed by all sister projects, which 

is a one-stop resource hub designed to provide tools for advisors to deliver consistent, high-

quality guidance across the EU. The Advisory Agrihub contains material across the five project 

themes, including fertilisation (STRATUS), pest management (AdvisoryNetPEST), livestock 

management (LIVENET), forestry (FORADVISE), and organic farming 

(OrganicAdviceNetwork). 

 

4.1.32 PATH2DEA 

Start date: 01/01/2023 

End date: 31/12/2025 
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The potential of agroecological farming systems to master many of today’s challenges to the 

environment, economy, health, and society can be significantly promoted by coupling with 

digital tools and technologies. PATH2DEA is committed to unlocking digitalisation’s catalysing 

power to foster European agriculture’s transition towards enhanced sustainability. It builds on 

farmers’ competences and views and matches them with the rich repertoire of digital solutions 

already available for agriculture, aimed at tailoring digital technologies to users’ needs and 

fostering wide-range adoption of digital agroecological farming in the EU and associated 

countries. Strategic engagement by multiple actors includes early adopters of digital 

agroecological farming represented by six Showcase farms located in different pedo-climatic 

regions, with hands-on experience for solid consensus validation of the project’s conclusions. 

Synergies with AdvisoryNetPEST 

AdvisoryNetPEST can utilize the digital tools and agroecological practices in PATH2DEA, that 

can lead to a more integrated, data-driven approach to sustainable farming, where digital 

technologies and agroecological principles work hand in hand to reduce pesticide use and 

enhance environmental sustainability. 

 

4.1.33 PestNu 

Start date: 01/10/2021 

End date: 30/09/2024 

 

Robotic traps, mobile robots for pesticide monitoring and 3D spot spraying are innovations 

aimed at reducing the use of pesticides and fertilisers. Developed by the EU-funded PestNu 

project, the aim is to field-test and demonstrate digital and space-based technologies and agro-

ecological and organic practices (AOP). The project develops real-time nutrient analysers and 

uses Copernicus data to map soil and plant nutrients and pests. The technology is 

interconnected to a user-centred cloud agricultural management system. Specifically, the 

project tests its solutions in aquaponic and hydroponic greenhouse and open-field vegetable 

cultivation in Greece and Spain. The AOP includes on-site production of biofertilisers from 

agriculture wastewaters through an automated drainage recycling system and advanced 

nutritional programmes for organic farming. 

Synergies with AdvisoryNetPEST 

PestNu’s innovative technologies can be integrated into AdvisoryNetPEST’s training and 

advisory services to empower advisors with the tools and knowledge they need to promote 

precision farming, sustainable pest management, and resource efficiency. 

 

4.1.34 PREMIERE 

Start date: 01/01/2023 
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End date: 31/12/2027 

 

Many of today’s challenges like climate change are so complex they require a multi-actor 

approach. However, it is not always easy to ensure this approach is efficient, innovative and 

successful. With this in mind, the EU-funded PREMIERE project fosters the development of 

coherent and well-prepared multi-actor projects. Firstly, it contributes to the building of project 

consortia that make best use of the complementary knowledge of their members. Secondly, it 

provides insights to support the implementation of innovative governance and decision-making 

in policy for the green transition. In general, the project tests the effect of providing seed 

funding to at least eight multi-actor organisations (mainly operational groups) and preparing a 

handbook of good practices. 

Synergies with AdvisoryNetPEST 

By combining their expertise and resources, the PREMIERE project and AdvisoryNetPEST 

can work together to promote successful multi-actor collaboration, innovative governance, and 

effective green transition policies, ultimately driving greater impact in tackling environmental 

and sustainability challenges. 

 

4.1.35 QuantiFarm 

Start date: 01/07/2022 

End date: 31/03/2026 

 

QuantiFarm enables further deployment of digital agriculture technology solutions as key 

enablers for enhancing sustainability performance and competitiveness of the agricultural 

sector. To this end, QuantiFarm introduces a comprehensive Assessment Framework for 

independent qualitative and quantitative assessments of the multiple costs and benefits of 

digital agriculture technology solutions. It ensures replicability and uptake of digital technology 

solutions by deploying innovative tools, services, recommendations and making them relevant 

and of practical use to farmers, advisors, and policy makers across Europe. 

Synergies with AdvisoryNetPEST 

The QuantiFarm and AdvisoryNetPEST projects both aim to reduce pesticide use and improve 

sustainability in agriculture, though through different but complementary approaches. 

QuantiFarm’s digital tools and assessment framework helps farmers make more informed, 

data-driven decisions about pesticide use and farm management, while AdvisoryNetPEST can 

train and equip advisors to support farmers in adopting these innovative solutions. 

 

4.1.36 Sagropia 

Start date: 01/01/2024 



 

 
 
 

                        37 

D7.1 
Related projects 
and initiatives 

End date: 31/12/2028 

 

Sagropia is dedicated to transforming plant protection in European agriculture through the 

introduction of thirteen biological and low-risk pesticides, positioned as substitutes for key 

“candidates of substitution” (CfS). Specifically targeting potato and sugar-beet crops, the 

project aims to seamlessly integrate these innovative solutions into comprehensive integrated 

pest management (IPM) strategies. The overarching objective is to achieve a significant 50% 

reduction in the reliance on chemical pesticides, underscoring a strong commitment to 

sustainability and the mitigation of adverse effects on natural resources, people, and the 

environment. 

Synergies with AdvisoryNetPEST 

Through their synergies, the introduction of new, biological pest control methods (Sagropia) 

can be effectively integrated into IPM strategies and scaled across the EU, with 

AdvisoryNetPEST playing a crucial role in advising, training, and supporting farmers to adopt 

these innovations. 

 

4.1.37 SmartProtect 

Start date: 01/01/2020 

End date: 31/06/2023 

 

IPM is based on the combination of practices aiming to suppress pest populations. IPM is 

considered instrumental by EU agricultural policy for sustainable and competitive vegetable 

production. The EU-funded SmartProtect project intends to develop a smart IPM solution that 

offers advanced farming technology and data analysis. SmartProtect identifies the needs of 

farmers and propose IPM methodologies to apply in daily practices in both open fields and 

greenhouses. SmartProtect creates an e-platform that gathers, shares, manages and 

distributes knowledge on IPM. The project’s results are communicated through the online 

platform in interaction with EU, national and regional initiatives such as the National Rural 

Networks and the EIP-AGRI. 

Synergies with AdvisoryNetPEST 

The solutions available on the SmartProtect platform can be identified as novel approaches. If 

selected, these solutions can be further shared and demonstrated through AdvisoryNetPEST’s 

case studies, as well as at EU and national events, including cross-visits, training sessions, 

and demonstration events. Additionally, the SmartProtect platform can be promoted within the 

AdvisoryNetPEST network through training events or online workshops. 

 



 

 
 
 

                        38 

D7.1 
Related projects 
and initiatives 

4.1.38 SPRINT 

Start date: 01/01/2025 

End date: 31/11/2028 

 

Farmers rely on Plant Protection Products (PPPs) to maximize their yields. However, some 

PPPs are potentially harmful to environmental, plant, animal and human health. Data on the 

risks and impacts associated with PPPs' is, at present, scarce and fragmented. There is a 

need to deliver an integrated approach to fill this research gap. SPRINT aims to develop a 

Global Health Risk Assessment Toolbox to assess the impacts of PPPs on ecosystems, crops, 

livestock and human (EPAH) health. The project will also accelerate the transition towards 

more sustainable PPP use. 

Synergies with AdvisoryNetPEST 

The SPRINT and AdvisoryNetPEST projects are highly complementary, with SPRINT 

providing the scientific data and risk assessment tools necessary for informed decision-

making, and AdvisoryNetPEST focusing on training advisors and facilitating the adoption of 

innovative solutions by farmers.  

 

4.1.39 SUPPORT 

Start date: 01/01/2023 

End date: 31/12/2026 

 

The EU-funded SUPPORT project analyses the decision-making process to identify barriers 

and opportunities in the entire agrifood chain related to the adoption of IPM. Based on these 

results, the project develops new strategies and policies enabling and supporting farmers and 

other stakeholders to apply IPM. 

Synergies with AdvisoryNetPEST 

SUPPORT aims to pave the way for the adoption of IPM tools and technologies through the 

development of scientific knowledge that can be used in the co-creation of public policies and 

private sector strategies. It can provide useful insights for T7.2 and T8.4. Additionally, 

AdvisoryNetPEST can use SUPPORT’s analysis of the barriers and enablers to IPM adoption 

to improve the design of advisor training programmes. This will help equip advisors with 

effective strategies to encourage farmers to adopt IPM practices.  

 

4.1.40 SUNRISE 

Start date: 01/09/2022 

End date: 31/08/2025 
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SUNRISE (Supporting the agroecological transition through living labs networks) seeks to 

accelerate the shift toward agroecology by creating a network of Agroecological Living Labs 

(AELLs) across 10 European countries, anchored in multi-actor teams. Each Living Lab is 

intended to foster co-design, co-testing, co-evaluation and co-sharing of agroecological 

practices, bridging research infrastructures and on-farm sites. The project emphasizes 

participatory innovation by involving farmers, advisors, input suppliers, civil society, policy 

makers, and researchers in local experimentation. Through demonstration, field trials, and 

knowledge exchange, SUNRISE aims to scale up successful practices from regional “Local 

Lighthouses” to European “Lighthouses.” By the end, it intends to deliver guidelines for 

establishing AELLs, policy suggestions to support agroecological transitions, and a 

strengthened network of living labs across Europe.  

Synergies with AdvisoryNetPEST 

SUNRISE’s Living Labs actively involve advisors in co-designing and testing agroecological 

practices, aligning perfectly with AdvisoryNetPEST’s goal of networking and training advisors. 

The project’s “Lighthouse” system offers a ready framework for demonstration and scaling of 

pesticide-reducing innovations across Europe. 

 

4.1.41 STRATUS 

Start date: 01/02/2024 

End date: 31/01/2029 

 

STRATUS is a sister project, and it aims to establish a Europe-wide advisory network for 

Integrated Fertilisation Management. It connects advisors across all 27 EU countries through 

three thematic “Fertilisation Innovation Networks” (on precision farming, bio-based fertilisers, 

and soil quality). These advisors gather good practices and research innovations, select best 

practices, and deliver on-farm demonstrations, training materials, and cross-visits, all 

supported by local Communities of Practice in ten countries. All knowledge is shared on a 

dedicated digital platform synced with EU-Farm Book, ensuring sustainability within national 

advisory systems. 

Synergies with AdvisoryNetPEST 

As sister projects, the synergies between STRATUS and AdvisoryNetPEST lie in their shared 

commitment to developing an EU-wide network of advisors, promoting sustainable farming 

practices, and improving advisory services, each within its specific thematic focus. 

The opportunities for collaboration between AdvisoryNetPEST and STRATUS are diverse, as 

outlined below: 
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• Discussing and sharing experiences on network building, network governance, and the 

identification and selection of sustainable practices, using lessons learned from both 

projects to adapt and improve the defined methodology 

• Organising joint technical workshops with the networks of both projects (as well as 

those of the other sister projects) to promote and enhance knowledge and experience 

sharing among advisors at the EU level 

• Collaborating in other projects events (e.g.: cross-visits, training and demonstration 

events) focused on sustainable practices that align with the objectives and aims of both 

projects 

Additionally, a joint platform (Advisory Agrihub) is being developed by all sister projects, which 

is a one-stop resource hub designed to provide tools for advisors to deliver consistent, high-

quality guidance across the EU. The Advisory Agrihub contains material across the five project 

themes, including fertilisation (STRATUS), pest management (AdvisoryNetPEST), livestock 

management (LIVENET), forestry (FORADVISE), and organic farming 

(OrganicAdviceNetwork). 

 

4.1.42 WeLaser 

Start date: 01/10/2020 

End date: 31/12/2023 

 

The EU-funded WeLaser project develops a non-chemical solution for weed management 

based on pioneering technology consisting of the application of lethal doses of energy on the 

weed meristems through a high-power laser source. An AI-vision system separates crops from 

weeds, identifying the weed meristems and pointing the laser at them. A smart controller based 

on IoT and cloud computing techniques coordinates the system, which is transferred all over 

the field by an autonomous vehicle. 

Synergies with AdvisoryNetPEST 

AdvisoryNetPEST can integrate WeLASER’s AI-based, non-chemical weed control 

technologies into advisory services, showing farmers sustainable alternatives to herbicides. 

By training advisors on WeLASER’s practical implementation and performance, 

AdvisoryNetPEST can facilitate its uptake in field conditions, supporting pesticide reduction 

goals. 

 

4.1.43 VIRTIGATION 

Start date: 01/06/2021 

End date: 30/11/2025 
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Every year, several billion-euro worth of vegetable crops are lost due to viral diseases and the 

emergence of new viruses in European fields and greenhouses. Furthermore, viral diseases 

also lead to the extensive use of pesticides, thereby exposing European growers and 

consumers to pesticide residues. The EU-funded VIRTIGATION project addresses this 

challenge, developing solutions to emerging viral diseases caused by begomoviruses 

(whitefly-transmitted) and tobamoviruses (mechanically transmitted) in cucurbits and tomatoes 

in Northern Europe and the Mediterranean Basin. The initiative also takes into account the 

diversity of vegetable cropping systems and viral diseases through focus groups involving 

extension services, commercial companies and growers to help co-design research activities 

and mitigation strategies from the onset of the project. 

Synergies with AdvisoryNetPEST 

The synergy between the two could enhance the advisory services offered to farmers and help 

improve the resilience of agricultural systems against viral diseases while minimizing 

environmental impact. 

 

4.2 EU level Initiatives 

 

4.2.1 EU CAP Network 

Optimising the flow of information about agriculture and rural policy within the EU is what the 

EU CAP Network is all about. The Network is a forum through which National CAP Networks, 

organisations, administrations, researchers, entrepreneurs and practitioners can share 

knowledge and information about agriculture and rural policy. The Network supports the design 

and implementation of CAP strategic plans, innovation and knowledge exchange, including 

EIP-AGRI, and evaluation and monitoring of the CAP. 

Synergies with AdvisoryNetPEST 

By aligning pest management strategies with EU agricultural policies, particularly the Common 

Agricultural Policy (CAP), both networks can help farmers transition to more sustainable, 

climate-resilient farming systems. Collaboration between these two networks can strengthen 

the capacity of agricultural advisors, foster innovation, and contribute to meeting the EU’s 

environmental and rural development objectives. 

 



 

 
 
 

                        42 

D7.1 
Related projects 
and initiatives 

4.2.2 PARC 

The PARC (Partnership for the Assessment of Risks from Chemicals) project is a key initiative 

aimed at advancing chemical risk assessment in line with the European Union's Chemicals 

Strategy for Sustainability and the European Green Deal’s Zero Pollution ambition. The project 

focuses on developing innovative, next-generation methods and tools for assessing the risks 

of chemicals to human health and the environment. It aims to provide the EU with new data, 

knowledge, and expertise to ensure the safe use of chemicals and contribute to the EU's 

sustainability goals. 

Synergies with AdvisoryNetPEST 

The data and methodologies developed by PARC could support the advisory services provided 

by AdvisoryNetPEST, helping advisors and farmers make informed decisions about chemical 

alternatives and pesticide reduction strategies. PARC's innovative tools could help assess the 

risk of various chemicals, including pesticides, ensuring that the alternatives recommended by 

AdvisoryNetPEST are safer and more sustainable. 

 

4.3 National projects, initiatives and EIP-Agri Operational Groups 

 

4.3.1 Artificial Vision IPM in Olive Groves (Spain) 

This project develops vision systems (cameras, imaging, AI) in olive groves to detect pests or 

diseases early, enabling precision interventions rather than blanket spraying. 

It integrates imaging, monitoring, decision support, and actuation (spraying only where 

needed) to implement more precise Integrated Pest Management. By applying this approach, 

the project aims to reduce pesticide volumes, cut costs, and improve environmental outcomes 

while preserving yield. Trials are carried out in real olive orchards to validate accuracy, 

reliability, economic viability, and farmer acceptability. 

Synergies with AdvisoryNetPEST 

The vision-based IPM tools represent a strong novel approach for pesticide reduction. 

AdvisoryNetPEST can help advisors adopt and disseminate these tools, train farmers, and 

scale across olive-producing regions. 

 

4.3.2 AUXI-Lutte – Designing Low-Input Insecticide Strategies (France) 

AUXI-Lutte works in Normandy to design insecticide strategies that use reduced doses, 

optimized timing, spatial targeting, or complement biological controls to lower input use. It 

evaluates how to combine minimal insecticide use with ecological measures in local cropping 

systems, maintaining acceptable levels of pest control. The project also involves farmers and 

advisors in designing, testing and refining strategies under local conditions. It gathers data on 

trade-offs (yield loss vs input saving), acceptability and practical constraints. 
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Synergies with AdvisoryNetPEST 

AUXI-Lutte’s locally-tested low-input insecticide strategies are prime candidates for the 

advisory toolbox. AdvisoryNetPEST can scale these strategies by training advisors, adapting 

them to other contexts, and promoting field trials across EU member states. 

 

4.3.3 Ecological Approaches to Control Tomato Leaf Miner (Tuta absoluta) in 
Conventional & Integrated Systems (Bulgaria) 

This initiative investigates ecological methods to manage the tomato leaf miner (e.g. natural 

enemies, habitat management, traps, resistant varieties, biological control) within both 

conventional and integrated production systems. The project contrasts ecological vs 

conventional control, assessing efficacy, yield, cost, and environmental impacts. It aims to 

reduce reliance on synthetic insecticides while maintaining pest control and profitability. By 

integrating ecological solutions into real cropping systems, the project develops practical 

guidelines, decision tools, and training for growers. 

Synergies with AdvisoryNetPEST 

These ecological pest control methods are directly relevant NAs to spread through advisory 

networks. AdvisoryNetPEST can train advisors on these tactics, support demonstrations, and 

help replicate them across EU tomato systems. 

 

4.3.4 GO-BIOFUN - Virus-Free Functional Biodiversity in Protected Crops 
(Spain) 

GO-BIOFUN is focused on protected (greenhouse / high-value) crops and seeks to enhance 

functional biodiversity (e.g. networks of natural enemies, beneficial organisms) under virus-

free production systems. It aims to design ecological approaches to pest and disease control, 

combining biocontrol agents, habitat management, beneficial insect introduction, and virus 

management strategies. The project tests and optimizes biodiversity-driven control systems in 

controlled environments, balancing yield, disease suppression and minimal chemical input. 

It also explores how to integrate these into existing protected cropping systems, and how to 

maintain virus-free status while increasing ecological resilience. 

Synergies with AdvisoryNetPEST 

GO-BIOFUN’s biodiversity-based pest control methods are excellent novel approaches to 

reduce chemical reliance in protected crops. AdvisoryNetPEST can support advisors in 

translating these methods into practice, training them, and helping scale across member 

states. 
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4.1.5 Horticover 

Monoculture agricultural systems for industrial production have high productivity and are very 

important in the national economy. Tomato cultivation for industrial purposes stands out due 

to its technical and economic characteristics and the phytosanitary problems it presents. These 

problems associated with attacks by pests, diseases and weeds are responsible for significant 

losses and are particularly important due to the lack of solutions to combat them. The 

introduction of cover crops, when used in combination with grass and legumes, has shown 

very promising results, assessed through soil microbiological indicators. This proposed 

solution requires research and experimental development at the level of the most suitable 

species and species mixtures to enhance results, both in terms of the crop system in terms of 

yield and in the collective response of society's responsibility to combat climate change. 

Synergies with AdvisoryNetPEST 

HORTICOVER’s research on cover crops for pest, disease, and weed management can be 

identified as a novel approach and further disseminated through AdvisoryNetPEST’s training 

and demonstrations events. Advisors can apply these findings to tomato monoculture systems 

and other crops, integrating cover crops into IPM strategies. This collaboration promotes 

sustainable and climate-resilient farming practices. 

 

4.3.6 InnoBioVit – Implementation of Innovative Sustainable Techniques (Italy) 

InnoBioVit focuses on viticulture, evaluating and improving sustainable, biological and 

ecological methods for disease control, soil health, biodiversity, and reduced input use. 

It implements techniques under real vineyard conditions, comparing conventional practice with 

eco-friendly alternatives in terms of performance, cost, disease pressure, and environmental 

impact. The project seeks to bridge experimental methods and farmer practice via 

demonstration, feedback, and adaptation. It also develops guidance, communication materials 

and training for stakeholders in viticulture. 

Synergies with AdvisoryNetPEST 

InnoBioVit’s tested viticulture methods are ready candidates for advisory dissemination. 

AdvisoryNetPEST can integrate these into its network, provide training, monitor adoption, and 

support adaptation in different regions. 

 

4.3.7 Innovative Direct Sowing in Arable Farming / Innovative Crop Production 

Systems without glyphosate (Germany) 
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This project compares conventional ploughing, mulch tillage, and direct sowing (no-till) on 

conventional arable farms under different natural conditions. It aims to maintain soil protection, 

improve soil fertility, reduce input needs (fertilisers, pesticides), and respond to demands from 

climate change, biodiversity loss and regulatory pressures. On-farm trials are used to test 

harvest yield & quality, ingredient composition of harvests, across methods. It also uses 

modern, specialised equipment to establish green cover and mitigate negative effects of tillage. 

The project is supported by CAP-EIP-AGRI funding, emphasizing knowledge exchange among 

farmers, researchers, advisors.  

Synergies with AdvisoryNetPEST 

This provides concrete NAs (direct sowing, reduced tillage, cover cropping) that can reduce 

pesticide usage by improving soil and crop resilience. AdvisoryNetPEST can help advisors 

test, adapt and promote these systems in different EU farms; also provide training on the 

equipment and management changes required, and share comparative yield/quality data to 

reduce perceived risk for farmers. 

 

4.1.8 IPM NET 

 

IPM NET is a farm research network that seeks to improve understanding of IPM and promote 

effective IPM strategies. Members collect, share, and compare information from their farms to 

understand the effectiveness of different IPM approaches and their impact on yield, quality, 

and profitability. 

Synergies with AdvisoryNetPEST 

The IPM NET network can work with the AdvisoryNetPEST advisory services to help farmers 

implement IPM strategies effectively. Advisors trained through AdvisoryNetPEST can assist 

farmers in applying the most effective IPM techniques identified by IPM NET, promoting 

sustainable pest management. 

 

4.3.9 LEISS – Less Impact Spraying System / Precision Spraying (Italy) 

LEISS aims to develop and demonstrate precision spraying technologies and strategies that 

reduce pesticide use while maintaining crop protection efficacy. It involves sensor-assisted 

spraying, optimized nozzles, dose modulation, drift control and smart systems to apply 

chemicals only where needed. By reducing overspray, drift and unnecessary blanket 

applications, LEISS seeks to lower environmental impact, reduce costs, and make pesticide 

application more sustainable. The project tests these innovations in field conditions and 

demonstrates their viability to growers and advisors. It also gathers data on efficacy, economic 

trade-offs and environmental benefits, contributing to evidence for adoption. 
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Synergies with AdvisoryNetPEST 

The spray-precision innovations from LEISS are exactly the kind of NAs AdvisoryNetPEST 

could promote. Advisory networks can help test and scale these tools, train advisors in their 

use, and support farmers’ uptake across Member States. 

 

4.3.10 MICROBIOFARM 

MICROBIOFARM, a Greek project, aimed to create an automated system for comprehensive 

monitoring of greenhouse environments, enhancing pesticide effectiveness while reducing 

their side effects on humans and other living organisms. It used advanced nano/biosensors for 

reliable detection of pesticide residues, alongside electronic systems and software for 

automated analysis. The integrated prototype was connected to an IoT platform and tested in 

laboratory and greenhouse settings by non-specialized users. 

Synergies with AdvisoryNetPEST 

AdvisoryNetPEST can use MICROBIOFARM’s automated greenhouse monitoring systems to 

provide real-time guidance on pesticide application. By training advisors to interpret sensor 

data and optimize pest management strategies, AdvisoryNetPEST can enhance the 

effectiveness of IPM while minimizing chemical use, benefiting both growers and the 

environment. 

 

4.3.11 MycoWine – Use of Mycorrhizal Fungi in High-Value Vineyard / Winery 
Systems (Spain) 

MycoWine tests application of beneficial mycorrhizal fungi in vineyards to promote nutrient 

uptake, soil structure, drought resilience and disease suppression. It evaluates how 

mycorrhizal inoculation can reduce need for fertilizers and possibly lessen disease or pest 

pressure, contributing to lower chemical reliance. Field trials evaluate yield, grape quality, plant 

health, and cost–benefit over seasons. The project also engages winegrowers in implementing 

and monitoring the practice, aiming for real-world relevance and scalability. 

Synergies with AdvisoryNetPEST 

MycoWine’s microbial strategies offer novel, lower-risk interventions that advisors can promote 

in viticulture. AdvisoryNetPEST can help train advisors in these approaches, facilitate trials, 

and scale adoption across wine regions. 

 

4.3.12 PARSADA  

PARSADA (Plan d’Action Stratégique pour l’Anticipation du Retrait des Substances Actives et 

le Développement de Techniques Alternatives) is a French national initiative launched under 

the Ecophyto 2030 strategy to anticipate EU withdrawals of pesticide active substances and 

accelerate the development of sustainable alternatives. It identifies crops and uses most 
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affected by these withdrawals and develops sector-specific action plans combining research, 

innovation, and field deployment. The plan mobilizes R&D, advisory services, and farmers to 

co-design and test non-chemical solutions such as biocontrol, mechanical weeding, crop 

diversification, and resistant varieties. Coordinated by the Ministry of Agriculture with INRAE 

and filière organizations, PARSADA is supported by over €140 million in funding for 2024–

2025. Its goal is to ensure continuity of crop protection while reducing chemical dependency 

across France. 

Synergies with AdvisoryNetPEST 

PARSADA’s approach to developing and scaling pesticide alternatives aligns closely with 

AdvisoryNetPEST’s mission to network advisors and spread innovative practices. Its sector-

based action plans and multi-actor governance offer valuable frameworks for advisory 

collaboration. AdvisoryNetPEST can leverage PARSADA’s results, pilot projects, and training 

modules to support EU-wide replication, strengthening advisory capacity and accelerating the 

transition toward low-pesticide farming systems. 

 

5. Analysis of Identified Projects and Initiatives 

The comprehensive mapping of EU and national projects and initiatives provides a valuable 

foundation for AdvisoryNetPEST. This section analyzes these identified efforts in terms of their 

contribution to RURP objectives, alignment with AdvisoryNetPEST's goals, and potential for 

fruitful synergies and collaboration. 

 

5.1 Contribution to RURP Objectives 

 

The identified projects and initiatives collectively demonstrate a strong commitment across 

Europe to the Reduction of Use and Risks of Pesticides (RURP). Their contributions can be 

broadly categorized: 

• Integrated Pest Management (IPM) Adoption: A significant number of projects, such as 

IPMWORKS, IPM Decisions, Optima, and SmartProtect, directly focus on developing, 

promoting, and facilitating the adoption of IPM strategies. This includes fostering non-

chemical control methods, decision support systems, and holistic approaches to pest 

management. 

• Development of Novel Approaches (NAs): Many initiatives are actively involved in 

research and demonstration of innovative solutions. This includes: 

o Biological Control: Projects like NextGenBioPest explore new biological control 

agents. 
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o Precision Farming and Digital Technologies: Initiatives such as PestNu and 

FAIRshare, focus on smart technologies, sensors, digital tools, and data analysis 

for optimized pesticide application and monitoring. 

o Agro-ecological Practices: Projects that promote organic farming (e.g., 

OrganicAdviceNetwork) emphasize broader agro-ecological principles, including 

crop rotation, resistant varieties, and enhancing biodiversity. 

o Less Hazardous Alternatives: The focus on biostimulators and low-risk substances 

is evident in several initiatives. 

• Knowledge Transfer and Capacity Building: Projects like i2connect, ATTRACTISS, and 

modernAKIS are dedicated to strengthening AKIS, improving knowledge flows, and 

enhancing the competencies of advisors and farmers. This directly supports the uptake 

of RURP practices. 

• Policy and Regulatory Support: Initiatives like SUPPORT contribute to analyzing policy 

frameworks and developing recommendations, crucial for creating an enabling 

environment for RURP. 

Overall, the identified projects and initiatives cover a wide spectrum of RURP efforts, from 

fundamental research and technological development to practical implementation and policy 

advocacy. 

 

5.2 Alignment with AdvisoryNetPEST Goals 

 

There is a high degree of alignment between the objectives and activities of AdvisoryNetPEST 

and the identified projects and initiatives. This alignment presents significant opportunities for 

leveraging existing work and avoiding duplication of effort. 

• Network Building: AdvisoryNetPEST's core objective of establishing a network of 

networks is directly supported by projects like i2connect, modernAKIS, and EU-

FarmBook, which focus on building and strengthening advisory networks and AKIS. 

AdvisoryNetPEST can integrate with these existing structures rather than building 

entirely from scratch. 

• NA Identification and Adaptation: Many projects are possibly direct sources of NAs. For 

example, Optima provides IPM frameworks for specific crops, and IWMPraise identifies 

weed management strategies. AdvisoryNetPEST's methodology for identifying, 

selecting, and adapting NAs (WP3) can draw upon the proven solutions and data 

generated by these initiatives. The "top-down" approach for NA identification (T7.1) 

explicitly feeds into T3.2. 

• Knowledge Exchange and Training: Projects focused on knowledge reservoirs (EU-

FarmBook), digital tools (FAIRshare), and training methodologies (i2connect, 
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ATTRACTISS) directly complement AdvisoryNetPEST's efforts to exchange knowledge 

and train advisors. The project can feed its case studies and practical materials into 

platforms like EU-FarmBook for wider dissemination. 

• Policy Influence: Initiatives like SUPPORT, which analyze policy frameworks, and the 

broader engagement with policymakers by projects like LIAISON, align with 

AdvisoryNetPEST's goal of contributing to policy and regulatory developments. 

• Multi-actor Approach: The emphasis on multi-actor engagement in projects like 

PREMIERE and LIAISON resonates with AdvisoryNetPEST's foundational multi-actor 

approach, ensuring that solutions are co-produced and validated by diverse actors. 

The strong thematic and methodological overlap suggests that AdvisoryNetPEST is well-

positioned to integrate with and build upon a rich ecosystem of RURP-focused initiatives.  

5.3 Potential for Synergies and Collaboration 

 

The analysis reveals substantial potential for synergies and collaboration between 

AdvisoryNetPEST and the identified projects and initiatives. These synergies can lead to 

amplified impact, increased efficiency, and a more holistic approach to RURP. 

• Joint Workshops and Events: Organizing joint workshops and technical events (as 

planned in WP7) with sister advisory projects and other relevant EU projects can 

facilitate direct knowledge exchange, foster peer-to-peer learning, and identify common 

challenges and solutions. 

• Shared Knowledge Platforms and Tools: Leveraging existing digital platforms like EU-

FarmBook and building on inventories of digital tools (FAIRshare, IPM Decisions) can 

ensure wider dissemination of AdvisoryNetPEST's NAs and avoid redundant 

development of digital infrastructure.  

• Complementary Expertise: Collaborating with projects specializing in specific technical 

areas (e.g., Optima for IPM in vineyards, NextGenBioPest for biological control agents) 

can enrich AdvisoryNetPEST's technical content and provide specialized expertise for 

NA analysis and adaptation. 

• Policy Advocacy: Joint efforts with projects focused on policy analysis (SUPPORT) and 

stakeholder engagement in policy (LIAISON) can strengthen the collective voice for 

RURP in EU and national policy discussions, leading to more effective legislation and 

incentives. 

• Demonstration and Scaling-Up: Using demonstration farms from projects like 

IPMWORKS can provide practical settings for showcasing AdvisoryNetPEST's NAs and 

validating their replicability in diverse contexts. The planned cross-visits and farm 

demonstrations within AdvisoryNetPEST can be integrated with these existing 

demonstration networks. 
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• Addressing Barriers Collectively: By understanding the barriers identified by other 

projects (e.g., economic pressures, lack of knowledge, practical applicability of science), 

AdvisoryNetPEST can tailor its advisory services and training programs to more 

effectively address these common obstacles. 

• Long-term Sustainability: Collaborating with networks focused on long-term 

sustainability can contribute to the sustained impact of AdvisoryNetPEST beyond its 

project duration, ensuring the continued flow of knowledge and support for RURP. 

In summary, the identified projects and initiatives offer a promising ground for collaboration, 

enabling AdvisoryNetPEST to amplify its impact, enhance its knowledge base, and contribute 

more effectively to the ambitious RURP targets across Europe. The strategic engagement with 

these external efforts will be a cornerstone of WP7's implementation. 

6. Recommendations for Joint Activities and Knowledge 
Exchange 

Based on the comprehensive mapping and analysis of related projects and initiatives, this 

section outlines concrete recommendations for fostering joint activities and enhancing 

knowledge exchange. These recommendations are designed to maximize synergies, amplify 

impact, and ensure the long-term sustainability of RURP efforts across Europe. 

 

6.1 Workshops and Brokerage events  

      

Workshops and brokerage events are critical mechanisms for facilitating direct interaction, 

knowledge sharing, and the initiation of collaborative activities. 

• EU-Level Workshops with Sister Advisory Networks: 

o Action step: Organize three dedicated EU-level workshops (in years 2, 3, and 4) 

jointly with the four other sister EU advisory networks funded under Horizon Europe 

Cluster 6. 

o Purpose: These workshops should focus on common challenges and opportunities 

in advisory services for RURP, sharing best practices in network animation, 

knowledge transfer methodologies, and strategies for engaging diverse AKIS 

actors. They can also serve as platforms for presenting initial findings from 

AdvisoryNetPEST's Novel Approaches (NAs). 

o Format: Incorporate interactive sessions, peer-to-peer learning formats, and 

dedicated time for networking and identifying concrete collaboration opportunities. 

• National AKIS Technical Workshops: 
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o Action step: Conduct 42 national AKIS technical workshops (in years 2, 3, and 4), 

gathering relevant AKIS actors at the national level. These should be organized 

back-to-back with brokerage events. 

o Purpose: These workshops are crucial for translating EU-level knowledge to 

national contexts, showcasing national NAs, discussing local barriers and drivers for 

RURP adoption, and fostering collaboration among national actors (advisors, 

farmers, researchers, policymakers, industry). 

o Brokerage Events: Integrate brokerage events to facilitate the genesis of new EIP 

Operational Groups (OGs) and other innovation projects based on the NAs identified 

within AdvisoryNetPEST. This directly contributes to scaling up innovative solutions. 

• Thematic Webinars: 

o Recommendation: Organize a cycle of webinars specifically for NNLs and NSLs 

(starting in Year 2), featuring presentations from countries on their strategies, 

challenges, and successes in building national networks and identifying NAs. 

Purpose: This provides a flexible and accessible platform for continuous peer learning and 

problem-solving, fostering a sense of community and shared purpose among network leaders. 

 

6.2 Integration with Novel Approaches (NAs) 

 

The identified projects and initiatives are rich sources of NAs and relevant data that can 

significantly enhance AdvisoryNetPEST's core activities related to NA identification, analysis, 

adaptation, and dissemination. 

• Systematic NA Identification: 

o Action step: Systematically integrate NAs and best practices identified from other 

EU and national projects (e.g., IPMWORKS, Optima, IWMPraise) into 

AdvisoryNetPEST's NA database (T3.2). This ensures that the project benefits from 

existing, validated solutions. 

o Process: NNLs and NSLs will be incentivized to review outputs from relevant 

projects and initiatives, using the established guidelines and templates to extract 

pertinent information on NAs. 

• Enriching Case Studies: 

o Action step: Use the data and insights from identified projects to enrich the technical, 

environmental, social, and economic analyses of AdvisoryNetPEST's 31 selected 

NAs per cycle (T3.3). 

o Process: The Scientific and Technical Working Group (STWG) should leverage the 

findings and methodologies from projects like SUPPORT (for policy and institutional 
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frameworks) and FAIRshare (for digital tools) to provide more comprehensive 

feasibility analyses for the NAs. 

• Demonstration and Validation: 

o Action step: Coordinate cross-visits and farm demonstrations (WP5/6) with 

demonstration farms and trial sites established by other projects (e.g., IPMWORKS, 

PestNu). 

o Purpose: This allows for real-world validation of NAs in diverse pedo-climatic 

conditions and provides opportunities for direct exchange between 

AdvisoryNetPEST's advisors and farmers from other project networks. 

• Knowledge Reservoir Integration: 

o Recommendation: Ensure that all final case studies and practice abstracts 

developed by AdvisoryNetPEST are integrated into the EU-FarmBook platform 

(T10.3), leveraging its role as a long-term, open-source knowledge reservoir. 

o Purpose: This maximizes the accessibility and reusability of AdvisoryNetPEST's 

outputs by a wider audience of AKIS actors across Europe. 

 

6.3 Policy Recommendations 

 

Linking with other projects and initiatives provides a stronger collective voice for influencing 

policy and regulatory developments related to RURP. 

• Joint Policy Analysis: 

o Action step: Collaborate with projects focusing on policy analysis (e.g., SUPPORT) 

to conduct joint reviews of existing EU and national legislation and instruments 

governing pesticide use (T7.2). 

o Purpose: This allows for a more comprehensive identification of gaps, barriers, and 

sources for potential policy improvement, strengthening the evidence base for policy 

recommendations. 

• Coordinated Policy Briefs: 

o Action step: Develop policy briefs and recommendations (T8.4) in coordination with 

other relevant projects and initiatives, particularly those involved in the high-level 

EU policy board. 

o Purpose: A unified message from multiple projects enhances the impact on 

policymakers, encouraging the adoption of clear and practical legislation that 

supports RURP and aligns with CAP strategic plans. 

• Engagement with Policy Boards and Working Groups: 
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o Action step: Actively participate in major EU working groups (e.g., SCAR AKIS, 

SCAR AgroEcology, EU Partnership on Agroecology) and leverage connections 

through projects like LIAISON to ensure AdvisoryNetPEST's findings and 

recommendations are heard at the highest levels. 

o Purpose: This direct engagement facilitates informal discussions and ensures that 

the interests of advisors and farmers working on RURP are represented in policy-

making processes. 

By implementing these recommendations, AdvisoryNetPEST can effectively integrate with the 

broader European RURP landscape, fostering a collaborative environment that accelerates 

the transition towards sustainable agriculture and contributes significantly to the objectives of 

the European Green Deal. 

7. Conclusions 

 

Deliverable 7.1 has meticulously outlined the methodology for mapping and selecting related 

projects and initiatives, providing a comprehensive overview of the European landscape 

concerning the Reduction of Use and Risks of Pesticides (RURP). The analysis reveals a 

vibrant ecosystem of the EU and national efforts dedicated to sustainable plant protection, 

Integrated Pest Management (IPM), and the development of Novel Approaches (NAs). 

The strong alignment between AdvisoryNetPEST's core objectives and those of numerous 

identified projects and initiatives presents an unparalleled opportunity for synergy and 

collaboration. By strategically engaging in these external efforts, AdvisoryNetPEST can: 

• Leverage Existing Knowledge and Resources: Avoid reinventing the wheel by building 

upon proven methodologies, existing networks, and validated NAs from other projects. 

This ensures efficiency and maximizes the impact of project resources. 

• Amplify Dissemination and Uptake: Utilize established knowledge platforms (e.g., EU-

FarmBook) and digital tools (e.g., from FAIRshare, IPM Decisions) to disseminate 

AdvisoryNetPEST's outputs (case studies, practice abstracts) to a wider audience of 

advisors, farmers, and other AKIS actors. 

• Strengthen Capacity Building: Benefit from the expertise and training methodologies 

developed by sister advisory networks (e.g., i2connect, ATTRACTISS, modernAKIS) to 

enhance the skills and competencies of AdvisoryNetPEST's advisors. 

• Enhance Policy Influence: Contribute to a more unified and impactful voice for RURP by 

collaborating on policy analysis and recommendations with projects focused on the 

regulatory environment (e.g., SUPPORT, LIAISON). This collective advocacy can 

accelerate the development of supportive legislation and incentives. 

• Foster Innovation and Adoption: Integrate NAs from other projects into 

AdvisoryNetPEST's framework for adaptation, demonstration, and scaling-up, ensuring 
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that the most promising solutions reach farmers across Europe. The planned cross-visits 

and national workshops will be crucial for validating and contextualizing these NAs. 

• Ensure Long-term Sustainability: By embedding AdvisoryNetPEST within a broader 

network of RURP initiatives and leveraging existing platforms, the project lays the 

groundwork for sustained knowledge exchange and collaboration beyond its official 

duration. 

In essence, Task 7.1 is not merely an inventory exercise; it is a strategic foundation for building 

a truly interconnected and impactful network. The recommendations for joint workshops, 

integrated NA development, and coordinated policy advocacy will be instrumental in 

transforming identified synergies into tangible collaborations. Through these concerted efforts, 

AdvisoryNetPEST is poised to significantly accelerate the transition towards a more 

sustainable, resilient, and pesticide-reduced agricultural sector across the European Union, 

contributing directly to the ambitious goals of the European Green Deal. 
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8. Annexes 

 

ANNEX 1. Guideline for NNLs to Identify and Select Relevant Projects and 
Initiatives (T7.1) 

Besides identifying the key actors in reducing the use and risks of pesticides, another major 

task of the NNL is to list the related projects and initiatives on a national level. This is the 

objective of T7.1. Your task is to identify and record efforts that promote the reduction of 

pesticide usage. By collecting this information, we can encourage collaboration, share novel 

approaches and work together towards safer and more sustainable agriculture.  

This guideline provides step-by-step instructions for completing the spreadsheet related to 

national projects and initiatives. Follow these instructions carefully to ensure accurate and 

consistent data entry. 

Column descriptions and instructions for national projects 

In this section, we are mapping national projects. You will need to fill out an Excel file. Ensure 

that all columns are completed. For each column, you can find the necessary instructions 

below 

 
 

 
Column A: Project Acronym 

• Provide the acronym or short name of the project. 

Column B: Project title 

• Provide the full title of the project. 

Column C: Project implementation period start (Beginning year) 

• Enter the year when the project started. 

Column D: Project implementation period end (Ending year) 

• Enter the year when the project is finished or is expected to end. 

Column E: Funding source 
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• Indicate the name of the funding agency or source. 

• Select from the dropdown menu in this column. 
 
 

 
 
 

Column F: Project type  

• Indicate the type of project. 

• Select from the dropdown menu in this column. 

Column G: Crop sector 

• Specify the relevant crop sector for the project. 

• Select from the dropdown menu in this column. 

Column H: Budget (€) 

• Provide the full budget of the project in euros. 

Column I: Project level 

• Indicate whether the project is national or regional and name the country/region. 

Column J: Project website (if applicable) 

• Provide the URL of the project's website, if available. 

Column K: Official database link 

• Provide the official link to the project database, if available. 

Column L: Project summary (objectives, activities) 

• Write a summary of the project, including its objectives and main activities. 

Column M: Project connection type 

• Describe the type of connection or collaboration the project has with AdvisoryNetPEST. 

• Select from the dropdown menu in this column. 

Column N: Project coordinator 
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• Enter the full name of the organization responsible for the coordination of the project. 

Column O: Project coordinator contact name(s) 

• Provide the name(s) and position(s) of the project coordinator's primary contact 

person(s). 

Column P: Project coordinator contact e-mail 

• Enter the email address of the project coordinator. 

Column Q: Project coordinator contact phone 

• Provide the phone number of the project coordinator. 

Column R: AdvisoryNetPEST partner involvement 

• Indicate if AdvisoryNetPEST partners participate in the project. 

Column S: National Network Leader (NNL) responsible for mapping 

• Identify the NNL responsible for mapping the project.  

Column T: Potential common activity 

• If you have an idea for a potential common activity with AdvisoryNetPEST, please 

describe it. 

Column U: How can this project contribute to ANP? 

• Explain how this project can contribute to AdvisoryNetPEST and to its objectives. 

Column V: Does the project address the policy area? Does it develop policy 
proposals? 

• Indicate whether the project addresses the policy area and specify if it develops policy 

proposals. 

Column W: Does the project develop / identify / disseminate novel approaches (NAs)? 

• Specify if the project develops, identifies, or disseminates novel approaches. 

Column X: Does the project plan to organise joint events in cooperation with other 
projects? 

• Indicate whether the project plans to organise joint events in cooperation with other 

projects. 

Column Y: Comments/Additional information 

• Provide any additional information or comments about the project. 
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ANNEX 2. Template for Mapping National Projects and Initiatives 

 

 

 

 


